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Pleb,s Wedding 
alone could make in 
excess of £8,000.“

”

The exhibits include scullery-maids 
making tea and ragamuffins 

learning to pickpocket. There are also 
large, more dangerous paupers such as 
ragmen and spring-heeled jacks.

The artist Walter Prince, who died 
in 1918, taught himself as a boy by 
preserving the home help, and began 
his collection soon after leaving school.

His first specimen was his 
nursemaid, which at 160 years old is 
one of the museum’s oldest pieces.

One of his most famous works, The 
Public House, which shows 18 pitiable 
wretches socialising in their ‘pub’, is 
expected to fetch up to £6,000.

And one of the largest works in 
the sale, Pleb’s Wedding, which was 
exhibited at the Victoria & Albert 
Museum three years ago, could make in 
excess of £8,000.

“This collection is without doubt 
one of the most unusual and eccentric 

Final Display for Stuffed Poor
A stuffed housemaid, chimney-sweep and shoe-shine boy 
are among the thousands of stuffed poor which go under 
the hammer next week.

ever to have been offered for sale,” said 
Harry Page-Turner from Bonhams 
auctioneers.

“The ability of taxidermy to surprise 
and entertain visitors today to the same 
extent as it did over 150 years ago is 
quite remarkable.” AM

Water Towers 
Used for Monster 
Pacification

During the economic depression of 
the 1930s, water towers doubled 

as makeshift punchbags for roaming 
B-movie monsters.

The intention was that creatures 
such as King Kong could work out 
their agression on the oversized 
sports utilities, thus sparing nearby 
cities from their crazed rampages. 

This worked well in the US, but a 
Japanese scheme backfired in 1954 
when Godzilla found his shortened 
forearms frustratingly ineffective, 
enraging him further and leading to 
the destruction of downtown Tokyo. AM

#1: Len Countmother
Sit The Fuck Down! 1981

Matt Berry’s 
10 Albums That Changed My Life

Len is a shit, but an incredible guitarist. 
If he wasn’t such a great guitarist I 
think he would be dead. He’s one of the 
rudest men alive. I know people in the 
music business who, over the years, 
have talked about killing him, or getting 
other people to kill him. The fact that no 
one ever has is, in my opinion, due to 
his incredible axe skills.

The record is extraordinary. It is a 
concept album; the idea is that Len got 
condemned prisoners, on the night 
before their execution, to sing (or in 
most cases speak) his lyrics over his 

guitar compositions. Which are, 
in a word, blistering! There’s a track 
called ‘No More Sunsets’ where the 
singer breaks down half way through 
– brilliant stuff. He is a genius, I reckon, 
because he plays everything (rhythm, 
bass, and percussion) on his guitar – 
a regular one-man band!

This record did nothing in the States, 
which always surprised me as it’s all 
about their people. He even dedicated 
the record to the prison staff that he 
paid to sneak him in with his tape 
recorder. Get it!

Len got 
condemned 
prisoners 
to sing on 
the night 
before their 
execution. 

“
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